It argues a sad defect of information
concerning the Far East, when so erudite a
scholar as Dr. George Miller did not hesitate
"to affirm that chivalry, or any other similar
institution, has never existed either among
the nations of antiquity or among the
modern Orientals.* Such ignorance, how-
ever, is amply excusable, as the third edition
of the good Doctor's work appeared the
same year that Commodore Perry was
knocking at the portals of our exclusivism.
More than a decade later, about the time
that our feudalism was in the last throes of
existence, Carl Marx, writing his " Capital,"
called the attention of his readers to the
.peculiar advantage of studying the social
and political institutions of feudalism, as
then to be seen in living form only in Japan.
I would likewise invite the Western historical
and ethical student to the study of chivalry
in the Japan of the present.

Enticing as is a historical disquisition
on the comparison between European and
Japanese feudalism and chivalry, it is not

* History Philosophically Illustrated, (3rd Ed. 1853). Vol.
II, p. 2,